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Best Start Kindergarten Assessment

The Best Start Kindergarten Assessment is a state-

wide assessment that helps teachers identify the 

literacy and numeracy skills of each student at the 

beginning of Kindergarten. 
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Providing The Best Possible Start For Your Child
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Best Start Assessment At Our School

 Thursday 1 February 2024

 Friday 2 February 2024

 Monday 5 February 2024

 Tuesday 6 February 2024 – First Day

of Kindergarten
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Your Child

 All children start school with a range of early literacy 

and numeracy knowledge, skills and 

understandings.

 Every child has their own unique set of experiences 

and are already engaging in the world around 

them to express their ideas and feelings. 
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Assessment

 The Best Start Kindergarten Assessment is 

designed to identify early literacy and numeracy 

skills and concepts.

 The assessment is not a test and no preparation is 

required.

 The teacher will ask a series of questions to 

gather information about your child and record 

their responses. 
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Best Start Assessment  - Literacy

 The literacy assessment tasks are designed to 

identify your child’s literacy skills, such as:

• recognising familiar words;

• identifying sounds and letters;

• writing their own name; and 

• understanding how books work.
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Best Start Assessment  - Literacy

 For instance, the teacher will read a picture book to 

your child and ask:

✓ ‘Can you tell me about 

the story that I just read to you?’
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Best Start Assessment - Numeracy

 The numeracy assessment tasks are designed to 

identify how well your child can count; which 

numbers they recognise; and whether they can add 

or subtract small numbers. 
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Best Start Assessment - Numeracy

 The teacher will ask questions like:

✓ ‘Start counting from one and I’ll tell you when to 
stop.’  

✓ ‘Can you tell me what number this is?’ [show ‘5’]
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Understand and Plan

 The information gathered will help teachers to 

develop effective learning programs that can build 

upon what each child knows and can do when they 

start Kindergarten.
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Feedback

 Teachers will provide you with feedback about how 

you can support your child during the first year of 

school.
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English K-2 Syllabus
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Our teachers provide daily opportunities for 
students to practise reading, starting with the 
use of decodable texts. At Hurstville Public 
School, decodable texts have been 
purchased from the Little Learners Love 
Literacy program, which is an evidence-
based structured literacy program 
encompassed by explicit teaching, a 
carefully developed scope and sequence 
and a range of decodable books. 

The English K–2 syllabus recognises the 
importance of establishing strong 
foundations for future learning success. 
Phonological awareness and phonics 
skills are critical components in the 
development of reading and writing skills



How do we teaching to decode?

Hurstville Public School
Respectful Responsible Learners

 At Hurstville Public School we are using Little Learners Love Literacy® 
– a structured and explicit program with engaging multisensory 
activities. It is carefully sequenced in seven stages to teach children the 
44 sounds of the English language and the principles of the alphabetic 
code.



What are decodable books? 
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There are generally two types of levelled 
books given to beginner readers-
decodable texts (books which require 
children to read words by sounding out, 
using letters and sounds that they have 
been taught) and predictable (repetitive 
text which encourages children to look at 
the picture, use their knowledge of high 
frequency words and other strategies to 
guess the text). 

Hurstville Public School, in accordance with the new syllabus, is now using decodable 
texts. Once a child has mastered decodable texts, we then use a variety of different 
texts including predictable texts. With decodable texts, children experience success 
from the start by sounding out and blending the words in the books using sounds and 
letters they've learnt so far.  



What are Heart Words? 
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Heart words are introduced at each stage of the Little 
Learners Love Literacy sequence. Heart words are words 
that children need to 'learn by heart', as they cannot 
decode them yet. Heart words such as 'the' and 'said' are 
needed to create a sentence and a story. 

Each book includes a 'How to enjoy this book' 
section, where you can find heart words, 
speed sounds, a vocabulary check as well as 
some comprehension questions and ideas for 
discussion.



HOW CAN YOU 
SUPPORT YOUR 
CHILD AT 
HOME?
Reading to your child

Read many books to your child and talk about what you just read. This is crucial for 
vocabulary and linguistic comprehension. Choosing a quiet time, such as bedtime, can 
help build an easy and fun reading routine.

To reach mastery with decodable stages, children should read the book several times. 
Once children have read the book at school, the book is sent home for children to enjoy 
with their parents or carers. It’s a perfect opportunity for children to build fluency and 
confidence – and to show off to their family!

When reading decodable storybooks, encourage your child to sound out to read 
unknown words. Remember that this is the beginning of your child’s learning to read 
journey and, just as when they were learning to walk, your child will need support to build 
confidence reading.



TOP TIPS FOR READING 

AT HOME

• Before your child starts reading each book, go to the back two pages. 
Encourage your child to point at the graphemes (letters) and say the sounds, 
then ask them to read the Heart words.

• Encourage your child to sound out to read unknown words when they get stuck.

• At the early stages of learning to read your 
child will track by using their finger 
underneath the words as they read them. 
As they progress your child will begin to 
track with their eyes. 

• Remember that this is the beginning of your 
child's learning to read journey and, just as 
when they were learning to walk, your child 
will need support to build confidence. 



READING WITH YOUR CHILD

Decodables reading video.MOV

https://schoolsnsw.sharepoint.com/:v:/r/sites/HPS2197/Shared%20Documents/Curriculum/APCI/Parent%20Volunteers/Decodables%20reading%20video.MOV?csf=1&web=1&e=oaeiPp


Mathematics K-2 Syllabus
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 The new Mathematics syllabus has a strong focus on developing 

reasoning skills to support a deeper understanding of Mathematics.

 Content is underpinned by the latest research.

 It is structured to highlight the connections between:

Number and Algebra

Measurement and Space

Statistics and Probability



Mathematics

➢ Count aloud to 30 and recognise numbers 0 to 20 

➢ Manipulate objects, such as counters to help add and subtract 

numbers 

➢ Use the language of money in everyday situations, e.g. coins, 

notes, dollars 

➢ Count forwards by one to add and backwards by one to subtract 

➢ Name the days of the week and tell the time to the hour, e.g. four 

o’clock

➢ Identify and name simple shapes, e.g. circles, squares 

➢ Use position terms, e.g. between, behind, right
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Newman's Error 
Analysis

• Newman’s error analysis arose 
from research into language 

issues in mathematics.

• Five stages

• Identified area for 
development: improving 

students' ability to solve word 
problems as identified in 

internal and external 
assessment data.

• Developing vocabulary can ass
ist students in all areas 

in numeracy.



How to help at home..
➢ Games such as snakes and ladders, cards and games with dice

➢ Cooking in the kitchen (measurement)

➢ Operating a microwave oven (numbers and counting backwards)

➢ Stacking containers in the cupboard (shapes)

➢ Finding a certain house number down the street (counting by twos)
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Next Week’s Session

 English as an Additional Language/Dialect

 Community Languages

 Learning and Support

 Wellbeing and Health In-Reach Nurse

 Contemporary Learning

Uniform for sale
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Questions
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