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Hurstville Public School Newsletter 
Email: hurstville-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au          Phone: 9587 3963 

Principal’s Message 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
We have added NEW events to the online calendar please follow the link to see what’s on at HPS  
 http://www.hurstville-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/  

I am very pleased to have returned to Hurstville Public School for Education Week. From my 
very first moments back, I was immediately reminded of what a special and dynamic place this 
is.  I would like to extend my most heartfelt thank you to Mrs Sally Lawson who relieved as 
Principal throughout the past 6 months. Mrs Lawson is an incredible educator and a fantastic 
leader who has made an important contribution to our school and wider community. Knowing 
that Hurstville PS was in the capable hands of Mrs Lawson and our amazing HPS team 
provided me with a great deal of reassurance during my time away. Our comprehensive school 
plan is well under way and a number of our key priorities are really taking shape and beginning 
to show clear evidence of their impact across the school. 
 
Education Week last week provided a fantastic opportunity to highlight some of the amazing 
things our students and teachers have been undertaking and it was also a forum to begin an 
ongoing conversation with our school community about just what contemporary learning entails 
and what it means to our school. 
 

Our Open Day presenters for the Transforming Schools workshop were Dr Michael Anderson, 
Dr Miranda Jefferson and Mr Dan Bell. All three have been working with teams from our school 
over the past 9 months on a transformation of our practice and operations via the 4Cs 
(Communication, collaboration, critical reflection and creativity) and with an explicit focus on 
the learning dispositions (see Page 2) required for successful learning. This has been an 
exciting and challenging journey so far, as we navigate and reflect on what makes the most 
relevant and robust education for our students and how we develop a commitment to lifelong 
learning from each and every member of our school community. This session was well 
supported and drew out some very important questions from school community members 
about how as a school community we can be part of this journey together and how we will 
provide community members with further insight into what this changing practice is looking like 
in our classrooms. 
 

Community members who attended this workshop were also invited to return to the hall after 
visiting classrooms to participate in a gallery walk. The gallery we created was made up of 
examples of how each grade, our support unit and specialist teams were taking on aspects of 
this transformation and what it looked like in terms of classroom practice and learning 
dispositions.  
We are looking forward to providing further opportunities for our community members to be a 
part of this learning journey with us. We are in the process of mapping out when these 
workshops will be taking place. We will keep you informed of this process. 
 
Mark Steed – Principal 

mailto:hurstville-p.school@det.nsw.edu
http://www.hurstville-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/


 

The Belltower 2 

 

 
 
 
 
Late Arrivals at School 
Over the past few weeks, there has been an increase in the number of students arriving late to school. 
This is very disruptive to our office staff and most importantly, is recorded on each student’s 
attendance record as a partial absence with the time they arrived and the reason they were late to 
school. The school day starts at 9am and it is an expectation that students are at school ready to line 
up with their class when the bell rings. Could you please support your child to ensure that they are 
arriving at school on time each day. 
Arriving late to school also impacts on your child’s learning. Have a look at the every minute counts’ 
chart below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Week Feedback 
 
We would like to thank all of our wonderful parents and 
community members for their support during Education 
Week. It was lovely to see how many came to see Dr 
Michael Anderson and Miranda Jefferson present their 
inspirational vision for education on how to prepare our 
students to embrace the challenges and opportunities 
within our changing world. At HPS we are using the 
Learning Disposition Wheel to lead our students and staff 
through their journey of life-long learning. We hope that 
you too find it useful to use these concepts at home. 
 
 
 
 

  From the Deputy Principals 
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Teachers’ New Uniform: 
 
On Friday, some of teachers wore our 
new Hurstville Staff uniform. From 
these candid happy snaps, you can 
see just how fabulous the teachers 
looked!  
 
And, just like the children, we are 
encouraging the teachers to also put 
their names inside their jackets, be 
responsible for their own belongings – 
and wear the Hurstville Staff uniform 
with pride.  
 
On that note, we do have quite a large 
amount of lost property that is housed in the library. If your child has lost an item, please have a 
look at the lost property clothing this week.  
 
 
 
From the Deputy Principals  
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Early Stage 1-Kindergarten    

Being Creative in KB and KD! 
This term, Kindergarten are learning about the topic ‘People Live in Places’ as part of the Geography 
unit. KB and KD work collaboratively every week to learn about new places and how we can care for 
them. This week we created tableaus representing various places. Can you guess what place each 
group is representing? 

 
Miss Brosens - Class Teacher 

 

In The Classroom 



 

The Belltower 5 

 

 
Stage 1 
Year 1 Report 
In week 4 1K children participated in the History incursion. Children re-lived the past. They learnt 
about music, clothing, appliances, newspapers and technology from the past. 
 

 
 

Mrs Koro – 1K Class Teacher 
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Year 2 Report 
Year 2 has had a busy start to Term Three. We are enjoying our Science unit this term called ‘All 
Mixed Up’. We have predicted, observed and learnt all about creating mixtures; especially making 
butter and tasting it! We also made play dough and had fun playing with it. 
Thank you to all parents who came and spent some time with us for the Education Week Open Day. 
Parents and students from 2L were challenged to collaborate together to create an object with just 
15 pipe cleaners and 5 sheets of aluminium foil. They then completed a gallery walk between 2L 
and 2S.      
 

 
 Mrs E. Law - 2L Class Teacher 
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Stage 2 
 
The Public Speaking Competition for Stage 2 has already begun. This week and in week 5, students 
are presenting their prepared speech in their class. By the end of Week 5, two class winners will be 
chosen to represent their class for the grade finalist. A reminder that the prepared speech needs to 
be on a topic of the student’s choice and one that they feel comfortable and at ease to speak about. 
The speeches are of 3 minutes duration. The Stage final for the Public Speaking Competition will be 
held in week 8.  
 
Some Stage 2 students performed at this week’s SPAF Concert. This included the Kung Fu Chinese 
Dance Group and the Stage 2 and 3 Choir. All our students had a wonderful time at the concert and 
are to be commended for their excellent behaviour. 
 
Stage 2 Teachers 

 
Stage 3 
PSSA Girls’ Soccer News 
 
Last Friday, Hurstville’s junior and senior Girls’ Soccer teams both competed in the semi-finals of their PSSA  
competitions. The juniors played valiantly but lost to a very strong team from Ramsgate. The seniors fought 
hard to tie with Carlton Blue and earned their place in the grand final due to their stronger performance over 
the season. 
 

Both teams have made fantastic progress over the course of the competition and have played some 
wonderfully exciting, fast-paced attacking football. The senior team have also defended exceptionally well and 
have not conceded a goal in their last five games! All of the girls have played with fairness and commitment 
and are fantastic ambassadors for women’s sport and our school. Go Hurstville! 
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From the Library  
 
Education Week 
Thank you to everyone who donated a book to the Library during Education Week. Close to 100 books 
were donated to the school on behalf of your children. These books will be accessioned into the 
Library system in the coming weeks and will be available for your children to borrow very soon. 
 
Book Fair  
Thanks also for your support of the Scholastic Book Fair. It was well attended by students during the 
day and was certainly busy with students and parents in the mornings before school. The Library 
receives a commission from the sale of items through the Book Fair and will be able to purchase 
books and resources for the school as a result of your generous support. 
 
Book Week 
Next week is Book Week! Book Week is a national celebration of the best children’s literature 
produced by Australian authors and illustrators. As part of our celebrations for Book Week there will 
be a Book Character Parade next Wednesday, 22nd August, for students in Kindergarten, Year 1, 
Year 2 and Support Unit. It’s a chance for your children to come dressed as a character from a book. 
The parade will be held in the Area 5 under-cover area from 9:20 next Wednesday morning. Students 
in Years 3 to 6 are also encouraged to come dressed as a character. If students are not wearing 
costume, they should attend in full school uniform. Please see the note on the school website for wet 
weather plans. Hopefully it will be a lovely fine day. We can’t wait to see many wonderful costumes! 
 
Premier’s Reading Challenge 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge is drawing to a close for another year. Students have until midnight 
on Friday 31st August to enter their details on line. Once students have lodged their reading lists on 
the PRC website they will be validated. Certificates for completing the reaching challenge will be 
issued to students towards the end of Term 4. 
 

Mr Philpott & Ms Wadley   
 

Peer Support 
 

Peer Support is almost in its fourth week of running smoothly and effectively. The organising team of 
teachers have done a sensational job at ensuring a high level of communication with all stakeholders. 
Year 6 Peer Leaders are doing an amazing job at confidently leading, teaching and managing their 
group of students.  

In Week 5, our session titled ‘Make the change’ will encourage students to identify any behaviours or 
actions they feel are unhealthy. Skill building in identifying behaviours, inclusive practice and 
developing empathy will assist students to transition into making positive decisions to change.  

In Week 6, the session titled ‘Know your rights’ will look closely at the rights of each individual in 
relation to bullying and harassment. It will address a range of techniques to support those being bullied 
and encourage them and the bystanders to take action.  

Parents, this might be an opportunity for you to remind your children about when they have handled 
change well and the skills they could use. Please also take the time to discuss with your child about 
what they would do if they are bullied or witness someone being bullied. 

 
R Singh and J Muir 
Peer Support Coordinators  
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Support Unit 
Support Unit News 
 

Thanks to all the parents who have sent in baby photos. The students have been busy learning all 
about what babies and living things need. See the photos below to look at the wonderful displays in 
classrooms.  
Next week the “Living Eggs” will arrive and students will get to watch chickens hatch from the eggs 
and grow.  
In week 9 of this term on 17th and 20th September, the Annual Review meetings will be held. Notes 
will be sent out shortly and we hope that all our families can attend and have input into the process.  

                           
 

 

Crunch N Sip 
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Issac A. BLUE Terence H. 

1/2P 

Jessica Z. 2B Abed E.A. 2L Abigail X. 2S Sunny D. 3R Kristy L. 5H 

Amelia W. 1C    Callum L. 1/2P Rana C.H. 2F Elysia Z. 2L      Sai G. 3M Dimitri D. 4F Eric Z. 6K 

 

 
 
 
At Hurstville Public School, our school expectations are Respectful 
Responsible Learners.  
 

This week the focus was on the toilets and next week the focus will be on the 

canteen.  Below is a list of expected behaviours in each of these areas. 

In the toilets: we 

Respectful Responsible Learners 
Keep the toilets clean 

Respect others’ privacy 
Use the toilet appropriately 

Wash our hands and turn off the 
tap 

Leave the toilets when finished 

At the canteen: we 

Respectful Responsible Learners 
Finish eating before we buy 

Are polite and use good manners 

 

Line up correctly 
Join the end of the line 

Return to our play area after 
buying 

Use our own money 

 

To ensure consistency at home and at school, please take the time to discuss these expectations 

with your child. 

PBL Team 
 
 
 
The students listed below will receive their medal on Monday 20th August 2018 at the whole school 
morning assembly. Congratulations! Parents are most welcome to see their child receive their award. 
 
 
 
The students listed below will receive their GOLD award at the morning assembly as well. 

 
 
 
 

Our award system is as follows:       
               

        5 Values in Action Awards (mixture) = 1 Bronze Award 
5 Bronze Awards = 1 Silver Award  

2 Silver Awards = 1 Gold Award 
2 Gold Awards = Medal 

 
 

Please keep awards in a safe place so that students can trade them in when they have achieved the 
next level of award. 
 

Mrs Jessica Maakaroun – Relieving Deputy Principal 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) 

  Values In Action Awards 
 

   Hassan K. 3B     Zahra K. 3M      Thomas L. 3/4S   Bertina M 5S   Adrian T. 6J       
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Band 
 
Band Camp is fast approaching and to ensure your child is well prepared, we 
have some additional information. 
 
Date: Monday 27 August 2018 and Tuesday 28 August 2018 
Arrival Time: Students must be at school on Monday 27 August 2018 at 7am 
to travel by bus to Stanwell Tops 
Venue: The Tops Conference Centre, Stanwell Tops  
Address: 51 Bendena Gardens, Stanwell Tops  
Supervising Teachers: Mrs Wang and Ms Law 
Concert Time: Students will perform for parents on Tuesday 28 August 2018 at 7pm 
Pick-up Time: Students must be picked up from Stanwell Tops on Tuesday 28 August at 7.30pm. 
Please note there is NO bus trip back to school. 

 
ALL students need to bring these items to camp: 

Sleeping Bag Pyjamas 
 

Hat Warm Clothing 

Jacket Toiletries 
 

Towel Wet -Weather 
clothes 

Concert Outfit 
(optional) 

Covered in shoes 
(joggers for 
activities) 

Water Bottle Essential Elements 
Book 2 and pencils 

Instrument Music Stand Valve Oil / Reeds Band Camp sheet 
music in a folder 

Please label all items with your child’s name. 
 
If your child plays one of the instruments listed below, they will also need to bring: 

 Clarinet, Saxophone and Oboe - please bring a spare reed 

 Bass guitar - please bring small practice amplifier and lead 

 Percussion - please bring mallets 

 Mallet players – bring own instrument and stand 

Students should NOT bring electronic devices, money, valuable items or lollies. 
 
Please ensure all permission notes are returned to school and given to Mrs Wang or Ms Law. 
 
We hope everyone has a wonderful time. 
 
Mrs Jessica Maakaroun – Relieving Deputy Principal 
 
 

Extracurricular News 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiYnPTKipjZAhXEwLwKHdpcCh4QjRwIBw&url=https://www.tes.com/lessons/L8dx2aC_adgxbg/6th-grade-band&psig=AOvVaw038_UEjq1p6BnOizs-CYer&ust=1518239911605624
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                                                  DANCESPORT CHALLENGE GALA 2018 
Department of Education  

TICKET BOOKING INFORMATION 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
Below is information for purchasing tickets to the “DanceSport Challenge 2018” Gala Evening on  

Wednesday, 12 September 2018, from 6:00pm to 9:00pm at Quaycentre  

(formerly State Sport Centre). 
 
TICKET PRICES:  

Performers do NOT require the purchase of a ticket 

 Adult (18 years): $23.00 

 Concession (Seniors & Pensioners): $19.00 

 Junior (5-17 years): $17.00 

 Family (2 Adults & 2 Juniors): $65.00 

Family ticketholders must arrive together. Only 1 ticket issued per family. 
  

BOOKING DETAILS: 
Tickets to this event are only available online 

Ticket Sales for the “DanceSport Challenge Gala Public Schools NSW 2018” will be available from  
Wednesday 15 August  from 10:00am 

  
Go directly to - www.ticketbooth.com.au 

Or 
Ticketbooth call centre phone number -1300 762 344 

 

Please check that you have selected the correct night for your child 
 

BOOKING SERVICE FEES WILL APPLY: 
$1.00 per ticket – online booking fee  
$2.00 per ticket – Box Office booking fee (open on event day)  
$3.00 per ticket- Telephone sales booking fee 
A 2.5% credit card processing fee will be charged on all credit card transactions.  
 
The following Services Fees apply if you choose NOT to print off your own ticket: 
Print at Home - $0.00 
Internet Service Fee - $2.00 
A flat mailing fee of $6.00 does apply if you wish to have your tickets sent via Australia Post. 
Please Note:  

* INFORMATION related to this event other than ticketing should be directed to your child’s school  
* NO REFUNDS for incorrect choice or change of mind 

SEATING 
There is no allocated seating for this event. All tickets are general admission only. Both entry doors will 
open at 5:00 pm at which time, staff and security will scan your tickets. The gala performance will begin 
promptly at 6:00pm.  
For wheelchair, limited mobility and or any venue specific information, please call Quaycentre on 02 9714 
7600. Hours: 9am – 5pm, Mondays to Fridays 
 

As we anticipate this will be a sell out, and to avoid disappointment, don’t leave your ticket purchase to the 
last minute. 
 
 
 

http://www.ticketbooth.com.au/
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Premier’s Sporting Challenge 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Our school has registered to participate in the 2018 NSW Premier’s Primary School Sport 

Challenge.   

The purpose of the Challenge is to encourage students to participate in sport, games and 

physical activity - and to have more students, more active, more often!  

Over the ten week period in Terms 2 & 3, the whole school will be monitoring physical 

activity we do during class time, at recess and lunch as well as during sport. What we do 

outside school hours will also count towards the Challenge award for our class.  

Students in Years 3-6 will be issued with a Challenge log book to record their physical 

activity.  

Your support in encouraging your children to be physically active before and after school 

as well as on weekends will encourage them to develop healthy lifestyle habits. You may 

like to join us in this venture by organising family activities such as walking, swimming and 

cycling.   

Each student completing the Challenge will receive a personalised certificate signed by the 

Premier of NSW.   

Physical activity is valued for its physical, social and emotional benefits. It also helps young 

people to develop communication skills, confidence and resilience while having fun with 

family and friends.   

We look forward to working with you to support the healthy growth and development of 

your child.  

Yours sincerely,         

Kate Koch 

Coordinating Teacher 
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 Parent’s Role and Responsibility 
in Australia 

 Comment Child Protection Issues 
in Every Day Life 

 Balance between study and play    
 Relationship Problem and the 

Impacts on Children   
 Available resources and services   
   
St George Family Sup 
ort Services Inc. 
  


