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21st Century Student Outcomes & 
Support Systems. 



21st century skills for Australian 
students 

• “To cope with the demands of the 21st century, people need 
to know more than core subjects. They need to know how to 
use their knowledge and skills by thinking critically, applying 
knowledge to new situations, analyzing information, 
comprehending new ideas, communicating, collaborating, 
solving problems, making decisions.” – Partnership for 21st 
Century Skills 

http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/documents/150603 
85/15385042/21C_skills_for_Australian_student 
s_141112.pdf 
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Resources/Tools to facilitate 4Cs 





Critical Thinking 



De Bono’s 6 Thinking Hats 



Project Based Learning/ Enquiry Based 
Learning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMCZvGesRz8 (PBL) 
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STEM is a curriculum based on the idea of educating 
students in four specific disciplines — science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics — in an 
interdisciplinary and applied approach. 



Lazlo Block 
Senior Vice President of People Operations for Google 

• “Your degree is not a proxy for your ability to do any job. The 
world only cares about — and pays off on — what you can  
do with what you know (and it doesn’t care how you learned 
it). And in an age when innovation is increasingly a group 
endeavor, it also cares about a lot of soft skills — leadership, 
humility, collaboration, adaptability and loving to learn and 
re-learn. This will be true no matter where you go to work." 

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/23/opinion/s 
unday/friedman-how-to-get-a-job-at- 
google.html?_r=0 
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Brain Gym - Activity Stations for 
Creative Thinking 

To support problem solving, perseverance, ‘having a go’, thinking about 
generating ideas and having more than one answer 

• Using Ryan’s Thinker's Keys 
• Number Thinking 
• Dot to Dot Game 
• Match stick Game 



Year 2 2016 – PBL 

What can the lives of local people tell 
us about the past? What can the lives 

of local people tell us about 
technology in the past? 



What is history and how can we find out about it? 
What is the past/present/future? - Timelines - Exploring 
and evaluating sources of information 
• How have changes in technology shaped our daily 

life? 
What is technology? - How has it changed over time? - 
How has it changed our lives? 
•Questioning and Developing Interviewing Skills 
Students interview peers, parents or grandparents 
Developing/answering open and closed questions 
Fact vs Opinion 
PBL groups: Develop interview questions to ask local 
person (Jenny/Anne), including those relating to 
technology 



What can the lives of local people tell us about the past (and 
about technology in the past)? (in PBL groups)Researching - 
Interviewing and recording answers - Converting the 
information to produce an historical recount: 
 
• Discuss, analyse, share/compare and use the information 

received via interview to jointly construct a written 
(historical) recount of life/events from the past. 

• Discuss how we can convert oral history into a recount 
• Discuss importance of sequencing events/reflections in the 

correct order 
• Discuss options for presentation of group recounts (choice 

of format: eg. play, poster, movie, narrative, written recount 
etc) - Groups begin to produce their recount/presentation 
(based on their focus area). 



• Assessment 

 
Recount in PBL groups (Choice of format e.g. 
play, poster, movie, narrative etc) 
Groups finalise and present their 
historical recounts to the class. 
• Students fill out peer feedback rubrics 
• Groups fill out "2 stars and a wish" 

reflections 







Spaghetti and Marshmallows 

• Supporting Critical and Creative Thinking, 
Collaboration and Communication: 

Perseverance, having a go (calculated risk 
taking), drawing on prior knowledge, application 
of knowledge, reasoning, problem solving, team 
work, building appropriate communication skills, 
empathy, social support. 



Instructions 

• Using only the equipment that you 
receive, build a tower in 5minutes. The 
tallest tower that can stand unaided for at 
least a minute wins. 



Discussion and Post Survey Monkey 
• What “take-home” message do you leave with today? 
• Consider the process of learning  versus the product of learning? How important 

are they both to you? What are the benefits? 
• What questions might you ask your child/ren when you get home? 
• How different are these snapshots of 21st Century Learning skills to the way that 

you learnt at school? 
• Any Questions? 
 
• Post survey Monkey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPSPOSTSURVEY 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPSPOSTSURVEY


THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME 
Thank you for your time in coming today. This presentation will be 
on our school website shortly. A list of resources and websites 
that you might find useful can be found below: 
http://wiseman030.wix.com/21stcenturywow#!21st-century- 
learners/cx3 (21st Century Learning from AITSL) 
 
http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/documents/15060385/15385042/2 
1C_skills_for_Australian_students_141112.pdf (DEC article on 
21st Century Learning) 
 
https://tip.duke.edu/node/822 (tips for parents on critical 
thinking) 
 
http://aussiechildcarenetwork.com.au/articles/teaching- 
children/using-open-ended-questions-with-children (open 
ended questioning) 
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