
What is Reading? 

Hurstville Public School - 2012 



Reading 
How to help your child at home 

 

Hurstville Public School 2012 



The Literacy Continuum 



Concepts about Print 

Where to start 

Left to right  

Return sweep 

Difference between letters and 

words 

Use the picture 

Punctuation 



Concepts about Print 

Magnetic Letters   



Phonics 

 In order to be successful readers children need to know letter names 

and sounds.  

 Sounds are important in successful reading. 

 Phonics song http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-ns8tUIWP0 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-ns8tUIWP0
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Phonics 



Phonics 

 Vowel chart 



Phonemic Awareness 

Rhyming 

Same beginning sound 

Blend sounds together 

Claps syllables 



 When children begin to learn to read, 

looking at the picture is important. This 

will help your child with meaning. 

Reading Texts 



Reading Texts 

  High frequency words 



Reading Texts 

 

At school - 

Instructional level : 90% - 95% 

 

At home -             

Independent level : 95% - 100% 

             



Guided Reading 



Independent Reading 

Send easy books home for independent practice. 

A child who is on the way to independence needs 

to read often from many different books selected to 

be easy for him/her to “ read alone”. It is the 

quality of successful reading that builds the 

assured independence of the competent reader. 

 

Marie Clay 



Reading Texts 



Reading Texts 

Punctuation 

 Reading with Expression 



 After blap, the monly 
bruckers cheedled 
frockishly in the petish 
famisheng. 



Vocabulary Knowledge 



If English isn’t your first 

language ………… 

The most important thing you 

can do is read –  

       in your home language 

       in English   

       both 



Comprehension 



Comprehension 

 Questioning   WHY ?   HOW?   WHAT?   WHEN?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question stems to help with 
good questioning 
Why do you think ...? 
What do you think would have happened if ...? 
How were ... and ... alike? 
How were ... and ... different? 
Can you think of another way the problem could be solved? 
What may have stopped .......... from happening? 



READING     DON’T............. 



 

 

• Be concerned if, at home you and your child 

communicate in a language other than English 

• Make them struggle with difficult words. Tell them and 

discuss 

• Conceal or cover the pictures 

• Make them read texts that are too challenging or difficult. 

Read it with them and explain 

• Make them copy the book 

• Make reading a chore!!!! 

 

 



READING      DO................. 



 

 

• Read to your child in whichever language is most 

comfortable for you 

• Read together every day : read with them, read to them, 

let them read to you. 

• Let your child see you reading.  

• Allow time to process – pause, prompt, praise 

• Accept where your child is at. 

• Ask a variety of questions and make connections 

• Give books as presents or rewards 

• Visit the local library and let them choose their books 

• Praise your child’s efforts 

• Make reading FUN and ENJOYABLE! 

 



MAKE READING ENJOYABLE ! 

Thank you 


