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What is higher order thinking? Developing
Higher-Order

Thinking provides the software for the mind. Comprehension

Higher order thinking essentially means thinking that takes Skills
place in the higher-levels of the hierarchy of cognitive
processing.

EVALUATING ANALYZING

CRITICALLY EXAMINE INFO & TAKE INFO APART &
MAKE JUDGEMENTS EXPLORE RELATIONSHIPS

Judge, Test, Critique, Categorize, Examine,

Defend, Criticize Compare/Contrast, Organize
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Developing

The Griney Grollers Thinking Skills Higher-Order

Test... Comprehension
Skills

The griney
grollers
grandled in the

"< granchy gak.
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. . Developing
The griney grollers grangled in the o

granchy gak. Comprehension
Skills

1) What kind of grollers were they?
They are griney grollers.

2) What did the grollers do?
They grandled.

3) Where did they do it?
In the gak.

4) In what kind of gak did they grangle?

Granchy gak. » HURSTVILLE
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Developing

The griney grollers grangled in the o

granchy gak. Comprehension
NS

5) Place one line under the subject and
two lines under the verb.

6) In one sentence, explain why the
grollers were grangling in the
granchy gak. Be prepared to justify
your answer with facts.

7) If you had to grangle in a granchy galk,
what one item would you choose to

have with you and why? “ HURSTVILLE
5 PUBLIC SCHOOL
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Developing

What is Comprehension? Higher-Order
Comprehension
Skills

Comprehension has much more to do
about background as it does vocabulary.
—Richard LaVoie, M.A., M.Ed.

Additionally, we must not assume that
because a person can understand every
word in a passage that they understand
what the passage means.
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Developing
Higher-Order
Comprehension
Skills

What is Comprehension?

Comprehension takes the learner to a new
level of active understanding and insight. It
enhances language and vocabulary
knowledge. Good learners use a variety of
comprehension strategies simultaneously
and, according to Pressley (2002), they
know how to deliberately apply specific
strategies to aid their comprehension,
particularly with regard to challenging
texts/information.

=
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Pressley, M. (2002) ‘Comprehension instruction: What makes sense now? What might make sense soon?’ HURSTVILI.E
Reading online, International Reading Association, viewed 2 December 2008, <www.readingonline.org/articles/ = PUBL'( S(HOOL

handbook/pressley/index/htm>
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Super Six Strategies

Example questions/statements

This story reminds me of a holiday to my grandfather’s farm.

. . This character has the same problem that | read/saw/heard in another
Making connections et

. | saw a program on television that presented things described in this
Description text.

Learners make personal Does this remind me/you of something?

connections from the text with: Has something like this ever happened to me/you?

* something in their own life (text

to self) Example teaching idea
* another text (text to text)

Book and me: Students create two columns with headings Book/Me.
* something occurring in the Prior to and during reading students add details about the connections
world (text to world). between the book and their lives.
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Super Six Strategies

ond Q ‘ Example questions/statements
\"'C \& What do I/you think will happen next?
.. What words/images do |/you expect to see or hear in this text?
P redlchng What might happen next? Why do l/you think that? What helped
me/you make that prediction?
Descripﬁon Were my/your predictions accurate? How did I/you confirm my/your

predictions?
Have I/you read/seen/heard about this topic anywhere else?

Learners use information from

graphics, text and experiences

to anticipate what will be read/ ..

viewed/heard and to actively adjust Exumple Ieuchmg idea

comprehension while reading/ Before and dfter chart Students list predictions before and during

viewing/listening. reading. As they read students either confirm or reject their
predictions.
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Super Six Strategies

G Example questions/statements

? ? pQ.. ) What in the text helped me/you know that?

Nt How is this text making me/you feel? Why is that?

When you read/viewed!/ listened to that text did it remind me/you of
anything I/you know about? Why did it remind me/you of that?

What did the composer of the text mean by ...?

Description Whose point of view is this? What points of view are missing?

Learners pose and answer
questions that clarify meaning and Exumple Ieuchin idea
promote deeper understanding

of the text. Questions can be
generated by the learner, a peer or
the teacher.

Wonderings: Using post-it notes, students list all the questions
they have about the text. As they read students continue to write
questions.When an answer is found for the wondering students
remove the post-it note.
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Super Six Strategies

Monitoring

Description

Learners stop and think about the
text and know what to do when
meaning is disrupted.

Example questions/statements

Is this making sense?

What have I/you learned?

Should I/you slow down? Speed up?

Do | need to re-read/view/listen?

What can help me/you fill in the missing information?

What does this word mean?

What can | use to help me understand what I'm/you’re reading/
viewing/hearing?

Example teaching idea

Coding: As they read students code the text with post-it notes
v | understand

! | don't understand

I Ifixed it up myself
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Super Six Strategies

Description

Learners create a mental image
from a text read/viewed/heard.
Visualising brings the text to life,
engages the imagination and uses
all of the senses.

Example questions/statements

What are the pictures I/you have in my/your head as |/you read/view/
listen to this text?

Can I/you describe the picture or image you made while you read/
heard that part?

How did the pictures in my/your head help me/you to understand the
text?

Example teaching idea

Sketch to stretch: As a passage/story is read students sketch their
visualisation. In groups they share their sketches and discuss reasons for
their interpretation.
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Super Six Strategies

Example questions/statements

What things will help me/you summarise this text — list, mind map,
note-taking, annotations, etc?

Sum m(]rising What are the main ideas and significant details from the reading/
viewing/listening?

Description If you were to tell another person about the text read/viewed/heard in

Learners identify and accumulate a few sentences, what would you tell them?

the most important ideas and What is the main theme? How is it connected to the world beyond

restate them in their own words. the text?

In what significant ways does this text relate to/elaborate on the topic
that you have been investigating?

Can you create a metaphor for the text that you have read?

Example teaching idea

Key words: Students highlight words they believe are key to
understanding the passage. These words are written on post-it notes
and placed on the page. After reading the students close the book and
arrange the key words in an order that supports a cohesive summary.
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Developing

A “Prediction” Lesson... Higher-Order
Comprehension

Skills
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Developing

What you can do at home to help Higher-Order
Comprehension

e Encourage children to read a variety of texts, not just skills
home readers, but quality literature, newspapers,
catalogues, advertisements etc.

e QOral comprehension — ask children what they have
watched on TV, played on video games, everyday
experiences etc.

e General discussions with your child about their
understanding of what they have heard or read.

e Encourage your child to talk about their reading. What
are they reading? Why do they like it?

e Help your child to make connections between what
they have heard or read and similar experiences they
may have felt, seen or read elsewhere.

S F
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What you can do at

ome to help?

Here's an example of how your child might use comprehersion strategies, based on an
excerpt from The Ruins of Gorlan, Book One in the Ranger’s Apprentice series by Australian
author, John Flanagan.

Have a discussion about the strategies before your child starts reading, so they can keep them
fresh in their mind to help them get the most meaning out of the folowing excerpt.

Chapter One

By to sat samedhing, WIV. Tomarrow's 2 big day aftor ol

Joney, Blonds, pratty and chosrful, gestured fowands Wil's
touchod hm vl

would almost cartalnly be the Scibamastar's chale an the
folowtng morming. Perbaps, WY thought that was af the
ho.rril'bmpnhbn Ho was the only one of the fve

made an attempt to rtum the smilo but & was a damal fadurc.
mmbdurhophmom ped g with s favourito
foods. stomach knotted fight wath tension and
antapa¥on, hemtdhuuybmgm-lmmdauubh

Tomarmow would b s By dey, o knew: Ho know it a too
woll in fact Tamoarmow would be the biggest day in ks
o, becaus tomarrow was the Choasing Day and it would
detamming how ho spant the rest of he M.

‘Nanvas, ) (maging,” said Goaorge, setting down his loaded fork
and seting the apols of hiz jackct in 2 judidious mannsr. Ho
was a thin, gangy and studieus boy, fascinated by nes and
raguistions and with a panchant for examining and dobating
both sides of any question - somedimes at great langth.
‘Dreadfid thing, narvowsnass. )t can just fream you up 50 you
can't think, can'taat, can't speak.”

I'm nat nervous,” Vil sald quickly, natiang that Horao had
looked up, mady to form a sarcastic comment.

Wil's statoment
ho addod, ‘s dtso
can actualy improwe performance. X can helgihden your
and sharpen your resctions. 5o, Iflubﬂlhlfyuu
d, i fact, you ang, vy something to
e wormied about, of itself - 50 to speak.”

Geerge noddod ol times
band’

n spite of himzolf, a wiy sV touched vill's mouth. Gearge
would bo s natural in the fogal profession, ho though. Ho

the Choasing that would
mmmmnm.
\‘ngh'obanwmsl moamﬁd. “aftor al wiich
{5 gaing to want,

rm sure wo're al nenvous,* Aljss sald. she dveciod one of har
raro smies at Wi 'vit'd bo stupld not to be."

Vil Fm nott” Horsce sald then reddened a5 Alyss raked ane
aysbrow and Jenny giggled

It was typical of Aljss, Wi thought. He knew that the

ta\ gracafd gv had alresdy been promsad a placo a5

an approntice by Lady Raukng, hesd of Casto Redmants
Diplomadc Serwice. Hor profance that she was nenvous about
the following day, and her tact in refraining from painting out
Horoce's gaffe, showed that sho was alresdya dplomat of
same skil.

Jenny, of cowse, mldgmlﬁv immedataly to the castio

banquets senved in the castlo's massw dining hall. Jenny lowed
food and coaking and her easygaing netwe and unfaiing
good humour would make her 2n ivakeblo staff membar in
the turmed of the castie kxchers.

o

ol he
wardmato now, hungrly fucking into the rmast twisy, ham

and potatoes that ho had heaped anfo hk plata.
[Continued ret page)
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