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What	
  is	
  higher	
  order	
  thinking?	
  
Thinking	
  provides	
  the	
  so0ware	
  for	
  the	
  mind.	
  
Higher	
  order	
  thinking	
  essen7ally	
  means	
  thinking	
  that	
  takes	
  
place	
  in	
  the	
  higher-­‐levels	
  of	
  the	
  hierarchy	
  of	
  cogni7ve	
  
processing.	
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The	
  Griney	
  Grollers	
  Thinking	
  Skills	
  
Test…	
  

The	
  griney	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  grollers	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  grandled	
  in	
  the	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  granchy	
  gak.	
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The	
  griney	
  grollers	
  grangled	
  in	
  the	
  
granchy	
  gak.	
  

1)  What	
  kind	
  of	
  grollers	
  were	
  they?	
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2)	
  	
  	
  What	
  did	
  the	
  grollers	
  do?	
  
	
  

3)	
  	
  	
  Where	
  did	
  they	
  do	
  it?	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
4)	
  	
  In	
  what	
  kind	
  of	
  gak	
  did	
  they	
  grangle?	
  

They	
  are	
  griney	
  grollers.	
  

They	
  grandled.	
  

In	
  the	
  gak.	
  

Granchy	
  gak.	
  



   PUBLIC SCHOOLS NSW	
   WWW.SCHOOLS.NSW.EDU.AU 

The	
  griney	
  grollers	
  grangled	
  in	
  the	
  
granchy	
  gak.	
  

5)  Place	
  one	
  line	
  under	
  the	
  subject	
  and	
  
two	
  lines	
  under	
  the	
  verb.	
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6)  In	
  one	
  sentence,	
  explain	
  why	
  the	
  
grollers	
  were	
  grangling	
  in	
  the	
  
granchy	
  gak.	
  	
  Be	
  prepared	
  to	
  jus7fy	
  
your	
  answer	
  with	
  facts.	
  

	
  
7)	
  	
  	
  If	
  you	
  had	
  to	
  grangle	
  in	
  a	
  granchy	
  gak,	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  what	
  one	
  item	
  would	
  you	
  choose	
  to	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  have	
  with	
  you	
  and	
  why?	
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Comprehension	
  has	
  much	
  more	
  to	
  do	
  
about	
  background	
  as	
  it	
  does	
  vocabulary.	
  
–Richard	
  LaVoie,	
  M.A.,	
  M.Ed.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Addi7onally,	
  we	
  must	
  not	
  assume	
  that	
  
because	
  a	
  person	
  can	
  understand	
  every	
  
word	
  in	
  a	
  passage	
  that	
  they	
  understand	
  
what	
  the	
  passage	
  means.	
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What	
  is	
  Comprehension?	
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Comprehension	
  takes	
  the	
  learner	
  to	
  a	
  new	
  
level	
  of	
  ac7ve	
  understanding	
  and	
  insight.	
  It	
  
enhances	
  language	
  and	
  vocabulary	
  
knowledge.	
  Good	
  learners	
  use	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  
comprehension	
  strategies	
  simultaneously	
  
and,	
  according	
  to	
  Pressley	
  (2002),	
  they	
  
know	
  how	
  to	
  deliberately	
  apply	
  specific	
  
strategies	
  to	
  aid	
  their	
  comprehension,	
  
par7cularly	
  with	
  regard	
  to	
  challenging	
  
texts/informa7on.	
  
	
  
Pressley,	
  M.	
  (2002)	
  ‘Comprehension	
  instruc7on:	
  What	
  makes	
  sense	
  now?	
  What	
  might	
  make	
  sense	
  soon?’	
  
Reading	
  online,	
  Interna7onal	
  Reading	
  Associa7on,	
  viewed	
  2	
  December	
  2008,	
  <www.readingonline.org/arJcles/	
  
handbook/pressley/index/htm>	
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Super	
  Six	
  Strategies	
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A	
  “PredicJon”	
  Lesson…	
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What	
  you	
  can	
  do	
  at	
  home	
  to	
  help	
  
•  Encourage	
  children	
  to	
  read	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  texts,	
  not	
  just	
  

home	
  readers,	
  but	
  quality	
  literature,	
  newspapers,	
  
catalogues,	
  adver7sements	
  etc.	
  

•  Oral	
  comprehension	
  –	
  ask	
  children	
  what	
  they	
  have	
  
watched	
  on	
  TV,	
  played	
  on	
  video	
  games,	
  everyday	
  
experiences	
  etc.	
  	
  

•  General	
  discussions	
  with	
  your	
  child	
  about	
  their	
  
understanding	
  of	
  what	
  they	
  have	
  heard	
  or	
  read.	
  

•  Encourage	
  your	
  child	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  their	
  reading.	
  What	
  
are	
  they	
  reading?	
  Why	
  do	
  they	
  like	
  it?	
  

•  Help	
  your	
  child	
  to	
  make	
  connec7ons	
  between	
  what	
  
they	
  have	
  heard	
  or	
  read	
  and	
  similar	
  experiences	
  they	
  
may	
  have	
  felt,	
  seen	
  or	
  read	
  elsewhere.	
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  you	
  can	
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