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 Framework for Learning from Home – Year 6                     Term 4 – Week 1 

 
Monday 3rd 

October   Tuesday 4th October   Wednesday 5th  October    Thursday 6th October           Friday 7th October   

Session 
1 

 

 

 
Today is a Collaborative planning 
day for teachers – so there will be 

answering questions minimally 
online, but we have set some great 

activities for you today. 

We look forward to welcoming you 
back tomorrow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English  

Reading:  read or listen to a 
news article from 
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/  

Respond: Choose one of the 
following: 

• answer the questions 
at the end of the article  

• complete one of the 
activities at the end of 
the article 

 

 

 

9.30 Virtual Library with Mr 
Philpott 

 

 

 

English 

Library Reading & 
Responding: Complete the 
reading response tasks from 
Mr Philpott in Year 6 HPS 
2021 Teams – Class 
materials. Upload to the 
library assignment in the 
Year 6 HPS Teams 

Soundwaves – Unit 29  

Complete page 2 of Unit 29 
student pages.  

 

English 

Listen to the Squiz Kids daily 
podcast:  

https://www.squizkids.com.au/  

Respond / Writing:  

Complete the following activities: 

1 Write down three facts you 
learnt from the podcast. 

2 Who would you recommend 
this podcast to? Why? 

3 Rate this podcast out of 10. 
Why have you given it this rating? 

 

 

 

Soundwaves – Unit 29: 
Challenge (Optional)  
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Monday 3rd 

October   Tuesday 4th October   Wednesday 5th  October    Thursday 6th October           Friday 7th October   

 

Reading Comprehension 
Read the Article It’s Super to be a 
Pupa on page 28 of the Orbit School 
Magazine.  

Conduct further research into the life 
cycles of various insects and think 
critically about the purpose of 
metamorphosis in the insect world. 

Develop a list of pros and cons to being 
an insect that undergoes 
metamorphosis. 

 

Spelling: Complete one page of Unit 
29 below and the online activities for 
this week’s unit. 
www.soundwaveskids.com.au 
Access code: clip284 

 
Extension: Please note, there is an 
extension word list. Write a paragraph 
with at least 10 words from this 
Extension list. Find the dictionary 
meaning of at least 10 words. 

 

 

Soundwaves – Unit 29  

Complete page 1 of Unit 29 
student pages.  

 
 

Mathematics:  

Transformation Focus 

Complete the attached 
worksheet MG16 
Transformations 

 

 

Music 

Students use an online 
music sequencer to create a 
beat. Use the attached PDF 
to guide the lesson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Optional Extension Activity 
‘Jurassic Age’ 
Draw a particular type of 
dinosaur. Can you think of 
adjectives that describe what it 
looks like?  
Write a descriptive paragraph to 
go with your image.  
 

 

 

Break Break (30 mins) 

Eat & Play 

Break (30 mins) 

Eat & Play 

Break (30 mins) 

Eat & Play 

Break (30 mins) 

Eat & Play 

Break (30 mins) 

Eat & Play 
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Monday 3rd 

October   Tuesday 4th October   Wednesday 5th  October    Thursday 6th October           Friday 7th October   

Session 
2 

  
Maths   

iMaths –  Octi-origami (due Friday)  

Access code: ball803  

This Investigation provides a hands-on 
creative experience for students as they 
produce and analyse a set origami 
piece. Students will investigate how 
maths can be found in art and design. 
This Investigation gives practice in 
careful and structured analysis and 
observation. 

If students need square coloured paper, 
they can collect from Forest Road Gate. 

 

Languages: please complete any 
Languages work set by your 
Languages teacher on your Languages 
Teams account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellbeing Wednesday 
12:00 – 2:00pm  

Try these activities with your 
family… 

Make a ‘Fab File’ to collect 
work and pictures that you are 
proud of. Look through your 
work from last term and find 
three pieces that you really 
think was your best work, you 
could also include certificates 
that celebrate your 
achievements and cards from 
people that you care about. 
You could then look at it 
whenever you might be feeling 
low. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maths   

iMaths –  Octi-origami (due 
Friday)  

Access code: ball803  

This Investigation provides a 
hands-on creative 
experience for students as 
they produce and analyse a 
set origami piece. Students 
will investigate how maths 
can be found in art and 
design. This Investigation 
gives practice in careful and 
structured analysis and 
observation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths   

iMaths –  Octi-origami (due 
today)  

Access code: ball803  

Share your design with the class 
on Microsoft Teams (Photo, video 
or other) and add a comment on 
2 or 3 interesting observations 
you noticed about its 
mathematical qualities.  
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Monday 3rd 

October   Tuesday 4th October   Wednesday 5th  October    Thursday 6th October           Friday 7th October   

 

Wellbeing Activity: 

Picture your name  

Take a photo of each letter of your 
name by finding them in books or signs. 
Put them together to spell out your 
name in a colourful collage.  
 Get started: Crop the letters in 
the Photos app, then add each photo to 
a PowerPoint file in the right order. 
Upload to Teams for your teacher to 
see. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Complete a ‘random act of 
kindness’ by doing something 
nice for a friend or a stranger 
anonymously (if possible). 

      

 

FITNESS 

DANCE 

Follow these dance routines 
that are different from the 
ones you know at school. 
Then dance to one of your 
own favourite songs. 

Pharrell Williams - Happy 
(Lyrics & Dance Video) - 
YouTube 

The Cha Cha Slide Dance - 
YouTube 

Get your family to join in and 
follow along with your dance 
routine.  

Grab some water and find a 
space free from any hazards 
when exercising. Have Fun 
dancing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative arts 

Create an image of a peacock 
using shapes and patterns. First 
you will need to draw the outline 
of the peacock’s body in black. 
Then you will need to draw 
rhombuses to fan out for the tail. 
The rhombuses need to be close 
together near the body and fan 
out further apart, as they are 
further away from the body. 
Create different patterns in each 
rhombus. Finally create a 
rainbow effect on the tail by 
colouring with cool colours close 
to the body and warm colours 
closer to the ends of the tail. Use 
any medium you like  (pencil, 
textas, paper collage) Get 
creative. 
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Monday 3rd 

October   Tuesday 4th October   Wednesday 5th  October    Thursday 6th October           Friday 7th October   

Break Break (1 hour) 

Eat & Play 

Break (1 hour) 

Eat & Play 

Break 

Listen to some relaxing sounds 
(e.g. rainfall, beach sounds, 
rainforest soundtracks). How 
do they make you feel? This 
Youtube channel has lots of 
examples. 

https://www.youtube.com/chan
nel/UCjzHeG1KWoonmf9d5KB
vSiw 

 

Break (1 hour) 

Eat & Play 

Break (1 hour) 

Eat & Play 

Session 
3 

 BTN   

Viewing: Watch ‘Behind the News’ on 
ABC Me or online at 
https://www.abc.net.au/btn   

Respond:  Complete the online quiz at 
the bottom of the episode page. 

 

History - Australia as a 
Nation 

Students explore the theme 
of migration to Australia after 
World War 1 (1945): who 
migrated, why, and their 
experience of becoming part 
of the nation. 

Activity 1 

https://www.australianhistory
mysteries.info/resource-
zone/primary-
immigration/activity-1.php 

Why do people migrate? 

 

Activities:  
Complete an activity from the 
“activities and ideas for home for 
parents of primary learners” 
sheet on the back page of this 
booklet.  

 

Catch-up: 
Finish any unfinished tasks from 
Tuesday –Thursday 
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28   iMaths 6 Student Book ISBN 978 1 74135 181 1

Understanding the Investigation
1  Read and plan.
      Make sure you understand the meanings of: origami, 

6th century, representations, optical illusions, crucial, 
mathematical qualities, clarification, classify, analysis, 
persistence and octagonal.

  Read and discuss the rubric.

  Download your Investigation plan. This will help you with 
the organisation and understanding of the Investigation.

 Topics  
Before you start the Investigation you need to know…

  MG12 Properties of angles ..................................p102

  MG13 Measure angles 0º–360º .........................p104 

  MG16 Transformations ........................................p110 

  

Origami is the creative art of paper 
folding. It began around the 6th century 
when monks from China carried paper to 
Japan. The earliest Japanese origami was 
used for special religious ceremonies. 

Today, origami designs range from simple 
representations of animals or flowers to 
more complex optical illusions. 

You are going to make your very own 
octagonal creation and investigate how 
crucial mathematics is to origami designs. 

Investigation 11
Octi-origami

Teacher note
•    Comprehensive lesson notes, 

suggestions and resources are 
available in iMaths 6 Teacher Book. 

•    The Investigation plan and BLM 
for this Investigation can be 
downloaded from
www.imathsteachers.com.au.

ISBN 978 1 74135 181 1 iMaths 6 Student Book   29

Materials

Internet access

Go to imathskids.com.au – 
the Investigation 11 area contains the 
Investigation plan, websites and BLM that 
you need to complete this Investigation.

Inquiry
There are some amazing origami 
designs available online or in books. 
Some of them involve illusion. 
Find a set of instructions for an 
advanced piece and attempt to 
complete it. 

ISBN 978 1 74135 181 1  iMaths 6 Black Line Masters © Carolyn Smales, Wayne Lightbourne and Jane Rheeder 2011 Firefl y Education Pty Ltd

Investigation 11: Octi-origamiBLM 11.1

Introduction
To construct the Octi-origami you will need eight pieces 
of square paper. Using two contrasting colours gives an 
aesthetically pleasing result. For example, four squares of 
black paper and four squares of red paper.

1.  Fold the paper in half and
then unfold it, creating a
crease down the middle. 

2.  Turn the paper 90° and fold
it in half and unfold it again.
Your paper now has a vertical 
and a horizontal crease. 

3.  Fold the top two corners
down to the centre line. 

4.  Fold the fi gure in half along
the vertical crease. 

5.  Bring the bottom right hand
corner to the left edge to
form a parallelogram. 

6.  Open the fold you have just
made and reopen the shape
along the vertical crease. 

A B

C

7.  Push the middle of the base 
of the triangular region,
reversing the fold to form a
parrallelogram. 

8.   Flatten the parallelogram. 
One end of the parallelogram 
will consist of two fl aps. 

9.  Make seven more parallelograms just like this one,
so that you have four of one colour and four 
of a contrasting colour.

Assembling the pieces
1.  Hold one parallelogram so that 

the two open ends point to the 
right. Hold a contrasting coloured 
parallelogram so its open ends are 
also to the right. Place the 2nd 
parallelogram into the 1st at the 
angle shown.

2.  Fold the protruding pieces of the 
ends of the 1st parallelogram over 
the 2nd to lock the two together.

3.  Repeat this procedure until you 
have locked all 8 parallelograms 
into an octagon. When you lock 
the 8th parallelogram, make sure 
you lock the ends over the fi rst 
parallelogram only.

4.  Push gently until the octagon 
becomes a pinwheel. You may need 
to make some creases sharper and 
jiggle the fi gure a little. You should 
be able to slide it back and forth 
from pinwheel to octagon and visa 
versa quite easily. Amazing!

  The shape you will be analysing will 
be the pinwheel.

 

BLM 11.1

Using maths
2  Observe origami designs.

Find interesting origami designs and analyse some of 
the simpler pieces. 

  As a class, observe and describe the mathematical 
qualities of each design. Look at relationships between 
shapes, edges and angles. Describe and classify any 
angles formed. Have any shapes transformed in any way? 
Are there parallel properties? Are there shapes within 
shapes? Look closely at 2D and 3D properties. How are 
shapes positioned in relation to each other?

3  Make a list of questions.
Look at BLM 11.1 to see what your final product will look 
like. Do not begin folding yet. 

  Form groups and come up with a list of questions that 
will help you to describe and analyse the mathematical 
qualities of your own creation.   

  Discuss these questions with your teacher and publish 
them in an analysis table. 

4  Complete your own Octi-origami.
Choose coloured paper and carefully follow each step on 
BLM 11.1 to create your clever Octi-origami.

  Be patient, re-read the instructions and look closely at the 
BLM for extra clarification. It can be difficult to interpret 
and follow some folding patterns. Persistence is the key.

5  Record observations about your Octi-origami.
Use your table from Step 3 to analyse your creation. 
Examine it carefully and record your observations. 
This could include descriptions, numbers, degrees, 
shapes, measurements and positions.

Reasoning and reporting
6  Display and discuss.

As a class, creatively display your Octi-origami. Report on 
two or three of the most interesting observations that you 
made about mathematical qualities of your creation.

In
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
11

Scissors Books and magazinesColoured paper squares Ruler

iMag

Analysis table

Question Observation

Where does this shape 
refl ect?

What is the measurement of 
the smallest acute angle?

How many di! erent triangles 
are there?

Which shapes translate?
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110   iMaths 6 Student Book ISBN 978 1 74135 181 1

Try this

Reflection, translation and 
rotation are transformations. 
They are mathematical terms 
for flip, slide and turn.

MG16   Transformations 

Reflection

Rotation

Translation

A rotation (turn) occurs when a shape turns about a fixed point. 

The F-shape slid right one square and rotated 90˚ clockwise.

A reflection (flip) is a mirror image of a shape. A shape has line 
symmetry if both its parts match exactly when folded.

The F-shape flipped right, across the line of symmetry.

A translation (slide) is a movement in a straight line without 
rotation, reflection or change of size.

The F-shape slid right one square.

a    Flip the shape to 
the right.

b    Slide the shape left 
one square.

c    Slide the shape right one square 
and rotate 90˚ clockwise.

1  Transform each shape by reflection, translation or rotation as instructed.

ISBN 978 1 74135 181 1 iMaths 6 Student Book   111

Challenge

To
pi

c 
M

G
16

2 Follow the directions as each shape is transformed in five steps 
from one place to another on the grid. Draw the outline of the 
shape after each step. Colour the shape in its final location.

c  Draw the outline after each step.

 1.  Slide left 3 squares.
 2.  Flip left.
 3.   Slide up 2 squares and rotate 180° clockwise.
 4.  Slide right 3 squares and flip down.
 5.  Colour the shape.

b  Draw the outline after each step.

 1.   Slide down 1 square and rotate 90° clockwise.
 2.  Slide left 4 squares.
 3.  Flip right.
 4.   Slide down 1 square, right 1 square 

and rotate 90° anticlockwise.
 5.  Colour the shape.

a  1.  Slide right 3 squares, draw the outline, then
 2.  flip right, draw the outline, then 
 3.  slide down 2 squares and left 3.
 4.  Draw the outline, then flip upwards.
 5.  Colour the shape.

Look at it this way: Draw a shape that looks the same no matter how you flip, slide or turn it. 
Can you draw a second shape?
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Find more resources at artslive.com

Music 
Activities 

for 
Year 5-6

Beat Making
Create your own funky beat!

Materials: Internet-connected device (laptop, iPad, phone etc)
Time: 30 minutes

Prepare
Use a laptop, phone or other device to visit the Ableton Learn drum page.

You’ll notice a grid that is divided up into groups of four. Each group of four, looking left to right, rep-
resents one beat of music.

You can hear this by clicking the record button        to hear the metronome click. Count along 
with this click: 1, 2, 3, 4.

This grid represents one ‘bar’ of music. Each bar has four beats (or clicks on the metronome) and on 
the grid you can see each beat is divided by a bold line.

Create
On the bottom two horizontal lines, you’ll see ‘Kick’ and ‘Clap’. These are the names of two percus-
sion sounds that you’ll hear in many beats.
To make a simple beat, look at the diagram below and click to insert a hit on the right beats.

You can see that the kick track has hits on the 1st and 3rd beat of the bar and the clap track hits on 
the 2nd and 4th beat of the bar.

Hit the play button          to hear your beat play! 

Find more resources at artslive.com

Music 
Activities 

for 
Year 5-6

Beat Making
Create your own funky beat!

Materials: Internet-connected device (laptop, iPad, phone etc)
Time: 30 minutes

Extend
You can make your beat more exciting by adding extra hits to the kick drum. Try clicking extra hits 
into the kick track to see what your beat sounds like. Does it sound better when you add extra kick 
drum hits?

Here are some suggestions to try with the kick drum. Copy them into your track and see what you 
think!

 

You can change the beat with only a few extra kick hits. Don’t put too many in or it will start to sound 
messy!

Explore
Once you have your kick drum pattern down, add some hi-hat. Hi-hats are a part of an acoustic drum 
kit and here are referred to as ‘Closed Hat’.
Start by filling every square on the hi-hat track. What do you think of your beat now?
Erase all of the hits and make your own pattern. The good news with the hi-hat is that you can be 
more creative with it! Make patterns with your hi-hat, click the play button and see what you think.
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Make 
Step 1
Make 2 batches of paper. One piece for the peacock feathers and one for the background of the art 
work. 

Use warm colours for the background and cool for the peacock feathers to create a contrast.

There are a number of techniques for this depending on what is available. Suggested techniques 
include using a roller or sponge technique with acrylic paint.

Here some other examples: 
• Plastic wrap on water colour as seen in the Circle Printing task.
• Acrylic paint with plastic cards as seen on the Matisse-inspired Collage task.

Find more resources at artslive.com

Visual 
Arts

Activities
Year 5-6

Peacock Collage
Show off your amazing art skills!

Materials: paper, acrylic paint, pastels or watercolour, glue, scissors
Time: 1 hour

Step 2
Make the peacock feathers by drawing tear drop shapes of various sizes on the back of the cool 
coloured paper. Cut out the tear drop shapes. On a clean sheet of white paper, create an outline of 
the peacock using greyed to play with the arrangement of the feathers.

Find more resources at artslive.com

Visual 
Arts

Activities
Year 5-6

Peacock Collage
Show off your amazing art skills!

Materials: paper, acrylic paint, pastels or watercolour, glue, scissors
Time: 1 hour
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Step 3
Use cool colours - blues and purples to prepare the surface for collage. Colour in the outline of the 
peacock’s body, head and beak with pastel, crayon, watercolour or ink. Use a bamboo skewer to 
scratch the surface of the head if using crayons or pastel to create texture. 

Find more resources at artslive.com

Visual 
Arts

Activities
Year 5-6

Peacock Collage
Show off your amazing art skills!

Materials: paper, acrylic paint, pastels or watercolour, glue, scissors
Time: 1 hour

Step 4
Once the colour is added to the body, start gluing the feathers on top of the coloured areas.

Find more resources at artslive.com

Visual 
Arts

Activities
Year 5-6

Peacock Collage
Show off your amazing art skills!

Materials: paper, acrylic paint, pastels or watercolour, glue, scissors
Time: 1 hour
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Step 5
Add small feathers to the top of the peacock and cut out around the peacock.

Step 6
Attach to the back ground created in step 1.

Find more resources at artslive.com

Visual 
Arts

Activities
Year 5-6

Peacock Collage
Show off your amazing art skills!

Materials: paper, acrylic paint, pastels or watercolour, glue, scissors
Time: 1 hour

Research
Peacocks are interesting animals! Your task is to write 5 trivia questions about peacock’s to test your 
family members.
Research the peacock online and create 5 questions. You might have questions on their habitat, 
their diet, their size or their colouring. You can have regular questions, multiple choice or true/false 
questions.

Type your questions on a computer or device and test your family’s peacock knowledge!

Find more resources at artslive.com

Visual 
Arts

Activities
Year 5-6

Peacock Collage
Show off your amazing art skills!

Materials: paper, acrylic paint, pastels or watercolour, glue, scissors
Time: 1 hour
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Li!  Wor" grapheme word

Graph# e Chart

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

62   Sound Waves 6 Student Book ISBN 978 1 74135 161 3

2   Go to the List Words for Unit 29. Count the sounds and 
iden� fy all the graphemes in each List Word.

3  Write any other le� ers that can represent oo ew ue u_e u  
on the Grapheme Chart. Write one word example for each.

1  Colour the graphemes that represent oo ew ue u_e u  
in the List Words.exclude

avenue
nephew
annually
unique
mature
approval
pollution
Europe
improvement
reusable
individual
renewable
neutral
insecurity
influence
crucial
nuisance
souvenir
opportunity
continuation
enthusiastic 
eucalyptus
manoeuvre
unanimous

Unit

29

4  Colour the grapheme shown at the start of each row where 
it represents oo ew ue u_e u  in the words. Add a List Word 
with the same grapheme to  t on the lines.

5 Colour the rectangles containing words where you hear the blend of two sounds, yoo . 

6 Rewrite these List Words adding the missing graphemes for oo ew ue u_e u .

Europe improve in uence neutralise canoeist ruined
exclude reusable crucial unanimous tissue nuisance
unique souvenir insecurity manoeuvre neutral excluded

approval continually enthusiasm European pollution nephew
annual supervise truthfully continuation bruised exclusion

renewable souvlaki eucalyptus souf e avenue mature

matre  nsance  opportnity 
ntral  apprval  polltion 
aven  renable  nanimous 
neph  crcial  calyptus 
rope  svenir  individal 
excld  resable  imprvement 

 jewellery screwed bewilder rewired          ew

 barbecue guess continue antique       ue

 distinguish suitable biscuit fruity         ui

 account souvlaki trouble souf e         ou

 ambush occurred exclusive solution          u(oo)

 manoeuvrable boeuf (beef) coeur (heart)          oeu

 biannual polluted burial security          u(yoo)

 neutralised European museum amateur           eu

boot   screw   glue   flute   ruleroo ew ue u_e u

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
7 Complete the sentences containing comparisons, using the words in the brackets. 
 � Go to Helpful Hint 10 .

8  Circle the correctly spelled words in each pair.
� Go to Helpful Hints 2a  and 2b .

10 Connect the List Words on the le�  of each group to their synonyms on the right.

Challenge
Write each word from the boot to  t on the lines beside the word from which it has been built.

My nephew sent me some of the  souvenirs I have ever seen. (groovy)
The security arrangements for the rock band were  on Tuesday, even  
on Wednesday and the  of all today. (bad, worse, worst)
Small cars are often   for parking than larger ones. (manoeuvrable)
We thought the European comedian’s jokes were the   of all.  (humorous)

 uniquly reusable maturity improvment continuation manoeuvrable insecurity
 uniquely reuseable matureity improvement continueation manoeuvreable insecureity

9 Write words from the box to  nish the sentences.

Birthdays are an  event in everyone’s lives.
Onions are  plants as they die after two years.
Our school prints a  magazine, in May and October.
The  hammering gave me a 
headache that lasted all day and all night.

annual [adj] occurs once a year
biannual [adj] occurs twice in one year      
biennial [adj] occurs every two years
continuous [adj] goes on without a break
continual [adj] goes on with some breaks
The pre x bi means two.

use            individual              
unique          manoeuvre            
Europe            continue            
mature           opportune            
approve          in uence           
new           prove            
crucial           insecure               
exclude           neutral                 
pollute            enthuse           

uniquelyim
m

atureapprovalim
prove

mentexclu 
 sionmanoeuvr

ab

leinfluentia
len

th
us

ia
sm

in
se

cu

rity
neutrali 

seindividu 
aliseoppo

rtunity
polluti 

ioncruci
allyreusable

renewableconti
nuationEuropean

neutral \ \ street renewable \ \ ebullient crucial \ \ vital
unique \ \ omit pollution \ \ extension approval \ \ hassle
avenue \ \ effect insecurity \ \ replaceable nuisance \ \ chance
mature \ \ impartial manoeuvre \ \ uncertainty individual \ \ blessing
exclude \ \ developed enthusiastic \ \ manipulate unanimous \ \ separate
in uence \ \ unmatched continuation \ \ contamination opportunity \ \ complete
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Activity 1 – How has migration helped shape Australia? 
 
1 The video is about migration, immigration, and emigration. Match the correct definition with each one: 

Migration is: A, B or C? A When a person leaves one country to go and live 
in another country 

Immigration is: A, B or C? B When a person goes from one country to another 
to live 

Emigration is: A, B or C? C When a person comes into a country from another 
one to live in the new one 

 

2 The film lists many reasons for people migrating. How many can you remember? (You will be able to check when you do Activity 3) 

Migration to Australia in the 1950s and 1960s 
3 World War 2 was in 1939-1945. Before that time most migrants to Australia were from Britain and Ireland. After the war many still came from 
there. Australia charged them £10 per family for a ticket to come to Australia by boat (children were free). At that time the average wage was about 
£400 per year. The average wage is $66,000 per year in Australia today. So, how much would  £10 be in today’s Australian dollars? (Need a hint? 
Divide by 40.) 

4 World War 2 was a terrible time, especially in Europe, where millions of soldiers and civilians were killed, whole cities were destroyed by bombs, 
and millions of people became homeless refugees. The film calls them ‘DPs. What does ‘DP’ mean? 
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5 Why would some of these people want to come to Australia? 

6 Why would Australia want to take some of these people as migrants? 

The Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electricity Scheme 

7 Many of the migrants of the 1960s and 1970s worked on the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electricity Scheme. This was the great project that took 
water from one side of the mountains over to the other to create electricity, and to help farmers with water for their crops. Here’s how it worked: 

q A Most of the rain fell on the east side of the Snowy Mountains, and flowed into the sea through the Snowy River.  
q B The government wanted to trap this water, and send it to the west. To do that they had to build dams,  
q C then drill through the mountains  
q D and build pipelines 
q D where the water would be pumped through,  
q E collected in dams on the other side,  
q F then run down more pipelines where the force of the water would create electricity,  
q G and also then provide water for farmers to grow crops. This is called irrigation. 

Here is a diagram of that process. Mark these stages on the diagram. 
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8 Here is a map of the areas where the water was used for irrigation. Name three towns that were part of the Murrumbidgee irrigation Area that was 
created by this Snowy Mountains water, and three towns in other irrigated areas 

 

9 List some ways that you think migration of the 1950s and 1960s changed Australia. 

1970s and 1980s 
10 Which new group arrived in these years? 

11 Why were they migrating? 

1990s 
12 Which new group arrived in these years? 

13 Why were they migrating? 
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Today 
14 Which are the main groups migrating now? 

15 Why are they migrating? 

Overall 
16 What qualities do migrants have that helps them become successful citizens in the new country? 

17 What do you think would be the best things and the worst things about being a migrant? 

18 List some ways that you think migration since World War 2 has helped change Australia. 

19 Talk to your family and identify any migrant connections. These might be very recent, or they might have been many years ago. 

20 List three questions you would like to ask a migrant about their experience.  

1. 

2. 

3. 

 


