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Mental strategies: adding & subtracting
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CLEVER THINKING   
 

TASK 1  Look for 10s 

 

Add these numbers by collecting groups of 10, 20, 30, etc. 

1 4 + 9 + 6  2 5 + 18 + 2 

3 32 + 7 + 9 + 3 + 8 4 6 + 14 + 7 + 12 + 8 

5 98 + 17 + 2 + 3 6 55 + 12 + 17 + 8 + 5 

 

CHALLENGE  Change the problem 

 

Complete these number sentences. 

1 81 – 18 is the same as 80 –
 

 2 43 – 26 is the same as 40 –
 

 

3 65 + 36 is the same as 70 +
 

 4 178 + 54 is the same as 180 +
 

 

 

  

  



  

 

 

Place value strategies
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CHOOSING STRATEGIES  

 
Choose a good strategy for each of these problems. 

1 A canteen sold 46 bananas and 32 apples. How many pieces of fruit is this? 

 

 

2 MUV BOXe¶V cOaVV haV 13 giUOV aQd 8 bR\V. HRZ PaQ\ chiOdUeQ are there altogether in her 
class? 

 

 

3 Rory blew up 37 balloons. He burst 19 of them. How many remained? 

 

 

4 A bus picked up 14 passengers at the first stop on its route, 18 at the second stop and 6 at 
the next. How many passengers were then on the bus? 

 

 

5 A cinema has seats for 120 people. If 70 people are seated in the theatre, how many seats 
are left over? 


