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ƵƐĞ
ƐŽŵ

Ğ
ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐ

ǁ
ŽƌĚƐĂŶĚ

ĞǀĞŶƚƐ͘�ĂŶ
ǇŽƵ

ĂĚĚ
ƐŽŵ

Ğ
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ŝŶƐͿ

�ĂƚΘ
WůĂǇ
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ŝŶƐͿ
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ŵ
ŝŶƐͿ
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WůĂǇ
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ŵ
ŝŶƐͿ
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ĂƚŝĐƐ͗

�ƌĂǁ
Ă
ŵ
ĂƉ
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ůĞŐĞŶĚ
ǁ
ŚŝĐŚ

ƐŚŽǁ
Ɛǁ

ŚĂƚƚŚĞ
ƐǇŵ

ďŽůƐŽŶ
ǇŽƵƌŵ

ĂƉ
ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂŶĚ

ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ
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ĂŶǇ

ŐĂŵ
Ğ
ŽƌŐĂŵ

ĞƐĨŽƌϭϱ
ŵ
ŝŶƵƚĞƐ͘
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ĂƚŚĞŵ

ĂƚŝĐƐ͗
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ƐŝŶŐ
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ĂǇ
ŵ
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ŵ
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ŚŽǁ
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Uluru
Uluru, also know

n as Ayers Rock, 
is located in Kata Tjuta N

ational 
Park in the N

orthern Territory. It is 
the w

orld’s second largest rock, 
m

ade of a type of sandstone 
FDOOHGbDUNRVH�
Uluru stands 348 m

etres high and 
is around 3.6km

s long. The surface 
is m

ade up of valleys, ridges and 
caves that w

ere created by erosion 
RYHUbP

DQ\�P
LOOLRQV�RI�\HDUV��
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This area of A
ustralia has an arid, hot, desert clim

ate. It is dry and very hot in 
the sum

m
er, and cooler in the w

inter, especially at night. In sum
m

er there can be 
quite heavy rainfall w

hich then creates beautiful w
aterfalls, creeks and pools on the 

rock and around the base.

3
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U
luru has no vegetation on the 

rock at all. H
ow

ever, due to the 
run off from

 rain, the base area 
around the rock has beautiful lush 
greenery and vegetation such as 
the m

ulga tree, the honey grevillia 
and shrubs and spiky ground cover. 
Anim

als including the honey eater 
bird and lizards and snakes can be 
found here along w

ith other native 
Australian desert anim

als.
Uluru is a w

onder of nature the w
ay 

it can change colour at different 
tim

es of the day. It can be m
any 

different shades of brow
n and it 

glow
s red at daw

n and sunset.
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The Blue M
ountains 

The Blue M
ountains area is located in N

ew
 South W

ales, 50km
 w

est of Sydney. 
It is a part of the G

reat D
ividing Range of m

ountains and covers a large area of 
10,000 square kilom

etres. It is a w
orld heritage listed area w

hich m
eans it needs 

to be looked after and protected.
The area is covered by eucalyptus forest, w

here m
any different species of gum

 trees 
can be found. The eucalyptus from

 the gum
 trees gives off a vapour w

hich can 
m

ake the m
ountains look blue from

 a distance. This is how
 the area got its nam

e. 
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This N
ational Park area has beautiful scenery and includes m

ountains, valleys, 
caves, w

aterfalls, stream
s and gorges. It is popular w

ith tourists for sightseeing, 
bushw

alking, m
ountain bike riding, cam

ping and canoeing. The clim
ate here is 

cool and often rainy and it som
etim

es snow
s in w

inter.
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2
YHU������GLIIHUHQW�ŴRZ

HULQJ�QDWLYH�SODQWV�VXFK�DV�Z
DWWOH��EDQNVLDV�DQG�RUFKLGV� 

can be found all over the Blue M
ountains area.

N
ative Australian m

am
m

als, m
arsupials, am

phibians and colourful birds all m
ake 

this area their hom
e. W

ild dingoes can som
etim

es be found in this area.



The Three Sisters is a fam
ous set of rock 

form
ations near the tow

n of Katoom
ba. 

They are m
ade of soft sandstone. Rain 

and w
ind has caused them

 to w
ear aw

ay 
and form

 these shapes. A
n A

boriginal 
D

ream
tim

e story tells the tale of three 
sisters w

ho w
ere turned to stone by a 

w
itch doctor after falling in love w

ith 
brothers from

 another clan.
8
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The Great Barrier Reef
The G

reat Barrier Reef is the biggest coral reef in the w
orld. It stretches for over 2,300km

s 
along the coast of Q

ueensland, in the Coral Sea. It includes 2,900 individual reefs and 
900 islands. This w

orld heritage listed site is one of the seven natural w
onders of the 

w
orld. The G

reat Barrier Reef is so large, it can be seen by astronauts from
 outer space. 



The reef is hom
e to alm

ost 
every type of m

arine anim
al, 

including over 1500 species of 
ƓVKHV��7KH�P

RVW�IDP
RXV�RI�WKHVH�

LV�WKH�&
ORZ

Q�ƓVK�Z
KLFK�OLYH�LQ�

anem
ones am

ongst the coral.

10
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The w
eather in far north Q

ueensland is tropical, m
eaning it is w

arm
 all year round 

and hot and rainy in sum
m

er. Thousands of tourists visit every year to go diving 
and snorkeling. M

any D
ream

tim
e stories have been w

ritten about the reef and 
the anim

als that live here.
3ROOXWLRQ��FOLP

DWH�FKDQJH�DQG�RYHU�ƓVKLQJ�DUH�DOO�WKUHDWHQLQJ�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�WKH�
G

reat Barrier Reef. W
arm

er w
ater causes coral bleaching w

hich m
eans the coral  

is very sick and m
ay die off.



The Great Victoria Desert
The G

reat Victoria D
esert is the largest desert in Australia. 

It covers an area of 348,000 square kilom
etres.

It is located across tw
o states; W

estern and South Australia. 
The desert is m

ade up of red sand dunes and is also covered  
E\�VP

DOO�VDQGKLOOV�bJUDVVODQG�SODLQV�DQG�VDOW�ODNHV�

12
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A desert clim
ate m

eans that it 
is very hot and dry here. Very 
little rain falls throughout the year 
and tem

peratures in sum
m

er are 
up to forty degrees every day. 
Tem

peratures can be freezing 
overnight in w

inter. The G
reat 

Victoria D
esert receives m

any 
thunderstorm

s throughout the 
year.

H
ardy desert plants can be found 

in this desert, such as low
 shrubs 

and spinifex grasses and a variety 
of gum

 trees. After a spell of rain, 
P
DQ\�YDULHWLHV�RI�Z

LOGŴRZ
HUV�Z

LOO�
bloom

. 
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N
ot m

any creatures can survive in this harsh desert clim
ate but m

any snakes and 
lizards can be found, including the desert skink. Rock w

allabies, bilbies, sm
all 

kangaroos and cam
els can be found gathering around w

aterholes in the cooler 
afternoon and evening tem

peratures. 



The Tw
elve Apostles

7KH�7Z
HOYH�$SRVWOHVbLV�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�VRIW�OLP

HVWRQHbURFNV��LQ�WKH�6RXWKHUQ�2
FHDQ�E\�WKH�

*
UHDW�2

FHDQ�5RDG�LQb9LFWRULD��7KH�VWUXFWXUHV�Z
HUH�IRUP

HG�E\�HURVLRQ�IURP
�WKH�FRQVWDQW�

pounding of the w
ild ocean w

aves, along w
ith rain and w

ind. This erosion form
ed caves  

in the cliffs, w
hich then becam

e arches. These then collapsed, leaving rock stacks, up to  
50 m

etres high. This area is a part of The Tw
elve Apostles M

arine N
ational Park. 

15
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This erosion continues and now
 there 

are only eight rock structures left, the 
ninth one collapsed in 2005. D

ue to the 
harsh conditions, there is only a sm

all 
am

ount of vegetation on the top of the 
Apostles. Leather kelp, a large brow

n 
seaw

eed, grow
s in forests in the w

ater 
around the bases of the rocks. Sm

all 
ƓVK��FUDEV��VHD�KRUVHV�DQG�VKHOOƓVK�
live in seaw

eed forests like these.
O

ffshore reefs can be found under the 
rocks and support sea sponges, slugs, 
VWDUƓVK�DQG�HYHQ�VHD�VSLGHUV�b/LWWOH�
penguins and other sea birds build 
nests in the caves and rocky spaces. 
The penguins can be seen rolling in 
the surf at dusk in sum

m
ertim

e. 



$
SSUR[LP

DWHO\�WZ
RbFHQWLP

HWUHV�RI�WKH�OLP
HVWRQH�DW�WKH�EDVH�RI�HDFK�

stack is eroded each year,  m
eaning they w

ill all eventually crum
ble and fall, 

as others have. 
W

ith the harsh w
eather conditions in the area, the cliffs on the m

ainland w
ill 

probably erode and create m
ore rock structures like these in the w

ater in 
years to com

e.

17
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Kakadu
Kakadu is a N

ational Park located at the top of the N
orthern Territory. It covers 

an area nearly 20,000 square kilom
etres. This W

orld H
eritage listed site is the 

traditional land of nine different A
boriginal tribes. A

boriginal rock art from
 

thousands of years ago can be found in m
any different locations w

ithin Kakadu. 

18
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This area has a m
onsoon clim

ate, 
m

eaning there is a w
et season and 

a dry season. The w
eather is m

ostly 
hot and hum

id all year round. The 
w

et season m
eans regular, heavy 

UDLQIDOO��,W�FDQ�EH�GLIƓFXOW�WR�P
RYH�

around the park during the w
et 

VHDVRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�Z
KHQ�LW�ŴRRGV��

M
ost of Kakadu’s area is open 

w
oodland but it includes rocky 

RXWFURSV��ŴRRG�SODLQV�DQG�ELOODERQJV��
O

ver 1700 species of plants grow
 

in Kakadu, including paperbark 
trees, gum

 trees and freshw
ater 

m
angroves.
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The East A
lligator River runs 

through Kakadu and is hom
e to 

m
uch w

ildlife such as fish and 
reptiles. M

any species of birds  
live am

ong the m
angroves and  

the w
aterlilies. 

 Both freshw
ater and saltw

ater 
crocodiles live in Kakadu. M

any  
of them

 can  be found in the river  
but they also live in very sm

all  
bodies of w

ater all over the park.



The Daintree Rainforest
The D

aintree is a tropical rainforest. It is located on the coast of Far N
orth 

Q
ueensland, near C

airns. It covers an area of 1200 square kilom
etres and 

includes beautiful m
ountain ranges, rivers, stream

s, w
aterfalls and gorges.

 It is thought to be over 120 m
illion years old and is a W

orld H
eritage listed site.  

The D
aintree is one of the only rainforests in the w

orld  w
here the forest m

eets the 
sea and the only place w

here tw
o w

orld heritage listed sites sit next to each another.
  

21
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Tropical rainforests experience hot 
and w

et w
eather all year round. This 

w
eather m

eans m
any lush types of 

exotic vegetation can be found here.
The D

aintree has the biggest range  
of plants found anyw

here in Australia 
including palm

 trees, ferns, m
angrove 

SODQWV�DQG�ŴRZ
HULQJ�WUHHV�

Interesting plants found here include 
The C

hocolate Pudding Fruit Tree 
and The Idiot Fruit Tree. 
The D

aintree is hom
e to a huge 

variety of anim
als. M

ore than 3,000 
species live here, including m

any 
VSHFLHV�RI�EXWWHUŴLHV�DQG�IURJV�DQG�
thousands of types of birds. 
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M
any of these are rare or endangered, 

such as the m
usky-rat kangaroo, the 

spotted-tail quoll and the southern 
cassow

ary. 12,000 insect species can 
also be found here. 
M

any w
ater features can be found in 

the D
aintree. The D

aintree, M
ossm

an 
DQG�WKH�%ORRP

ƓHOG�5LYHUV�DQG�&RRSHUV�
&
UHHN�DOO�ŴRZ

�WKURXJK�KHUH��7KH�
D

aintree River is hom
e to saltw

ater 
FURFRGLOHV�DQG�D�ODUJH�YDULHW\�RI�ƓVK��
The Kuku Yalanji people are the 
Indigenous inhabitants of the area. 
They have been living in harm

ony w
ith 

the rainforest environm
ent for over 

������b\HDUV��
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<ZL�[OL�JS\LZ�[V�ÄUK�HUK�U\TILY�LHJO�VM�[OL�MLH[\YLZ��+YH^�H�JPYJSL�HYV\UK�
any of these places you have visited. 

1. The Blue Mountains – in New South Wales

2. The Great Barrier Reef – off the coast of Far North Queensland

3. The Great Victoria Desert – in Western Australia

4. The Twelve Apostles – in Victoria

5. Kakadu – in the northern region of the Northern Territory

6. The Daintree Rainforest – in Far North Queensland, west of The Great  
Barrier Reef

7. Uluru – in the Northern Territory, south of Kakadu

5

Western Australia

South Australia

Queensland

New South Wales

Victoria

Tasmania

ACT

Northern 
Territory


